Draft AMBER Alert Standard

1. Purpose

To improve the seamless sharing of AMBER Alerts between jurisdictions and across multiple communication networks and technologies by recommending a national standard for the minimum information to be included in an AMBER Alert.

2. Background

The proposed standard builds on the feedback received from practitioners and industry partners from national conferences and research performed regarding the information most commonly contained in AMBER Alerts across the nation.

3. What is contained in the proposed standard?

a. Excel Spreadsheet

i. This spreadsheet contains the recommendations for the minimum set of elements to be contained in an AMBER Alert. There are four high level components or types:

1. Missing Child

2. Incident Information

3. Suspect

4. Vehicle

ii. Each of these types is subdivided into their core elements.  Proposed definitions are in parenthesis.

iii. Some of the elements refer to codes.  These codes are from the FBI National Crime Information Center (NCIC) code tables.

iv. Please review the elements, and if you think there are elements that need to be added please submit your comments.

b. XML Schema

i. The elements in the spreadsheet are expressed in an XML Schema.  XML is a standards-based technology for representing data that can be shared between computers.

ii. The XML Schema uses the GLOBAL Justice XML Data Model (GJXDD) and definitions.  For more information regarding the GJXDD visit the website at http://it.ojp.gov/topic.jsp?topic_id=43
iii. To view the schema you can use your favorite XML authoring tool, or you can view it using notepad.

