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states boost public safety with information-sharing projects
26 States Working to Link Criminal Justice Computer Systems 
WASHINGTON—Police officers, court administrators, parole officers and other criminal justice officials in 26 states are improving their ability to share information such as arrest records and fingerprints in an effort to prevent crime, the National Governors Association (NGA) Center for Best Practices announced today. 
The states, which are meeting here today to discuss their work, have spent the past two years collaborating with NGA and are using $16.4 million in grants directly from the Bureau of Justice Assistance, an agency of the U.S. Department of Justice’s Office of Justice Programs, to connect what are now disparate computer networks. The goal of the project, NGA officials said, is to use technology to integrate information relevant to state criminal justice agencies, and their counterparts at the local and federal levels. 
Kansas, for example, is using a portion of its grant to track the movement of parolees. The state created a Web-based link between its department of corrections’ database and criminal history records maintained by the state criminal justice information system. The new system, for instance, will allow a police officer to conduct a criminal history check during a routine traffic stop and electronically gain access to a photograph and description of the offender, criminal history and term of parole. The hope is to increase law enforcement officials’ ability to intervene before a high-risk parolee’s actions pose a threat to the community. 
“This work is extremely helpful to public safety,” said John Thomasian, director of NGA’s Center for Best Practices. “It’s essential in today’s post-9/11 world that the different branches of the criminal justice system can share information. Governors are in a unique position to make this happen by requiring state agencies to work together on information sharing.”
-more-
In Utah, the state Commission on Criminal and Juvenile Justice used its grant to link the state department of correction’s, the courts, and the Salt Lake City Police Department to the state’s integrated criminal justice information system to electronically transmit information concerning the status of offenders, disposition filing and arrest data. 

The following states received federal funding and are expected to complete their work by the end of the year: Arizona, Arkansas, Colorado, Connecticut, Florida, Hawaii, Illinois, Kansas, Kentucky, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, North Carolina, North Dakota, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Tennessee, Utah, Washington, and Wisconsin. 

To receive funding states were required to submit proposals that demonstrate justice information sharing projects that could be attainable within two years. NGA, the National Association of State Chief Information Officers and the National Center for State Courts reviewed the proposals and offered recommendations to DOJ. Grants were awarded in Dec. 2001, and states began work on their projects in spring of 2002. 
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