FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contacts:
Scott Parker
Project Manager, IJIS Institute
(602) 710-1045
scott.parker@ijis.org
Scott Came
Director, Systems and Technology, SEARCH - The National Consortium for Justice Information and Statistics
(916) 212-5978
scott.came@search.org
Phil Ramer 
Institute for Intergovernmental Research 
850-385-0600 Ext. 237
PRamer@iir.com
IIR, SEARCH, and the IJIS Institute Announce Suspicious Activity Report Sharing Tool for Local and State Agencies in Support of National Strategy for Information Sharing
Washington DC – The Institute for Intergovernmental Research (IIR), SEARCH: The National Consortium for Justice Information and Statistics, and the IJIS Institute announce the release of the Suspicious Activity Reporting Exchange Standard for Local & State Entities, sponsored and funded by the Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA) of the Office of Justice Programs (OJP) within the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ).  The SAR for Local & State Entities Information Exchange Package Document (IEPD) contains artifacts that aid technologists in the creation of “all-crimes” and “all-hazards”-focused system interfaces between and among fusion centers, law enforcement agencies, and public safety personnel.  A complementary Information Sharing Environment (ISE) IEPD is also being made available to state-designated fusion centers and ISE participants, which contains directly aligned and jointly created artifacts intended for sharing suspicious activities vetted as having a potential terrorist nexus.
State and major urban area fusion centers and their local, state, and tribal information sharing partners can now share SAR information in a universally adopted and reusable manner while fully maximizing their technology, financial, and human resources.  The “SAR for Local & State Entities IEPD” and its complementary “ISE-SAR IEPD” were developed conformant to the most current National Information Exchange Model (NIEM) version 2.0 and organized in a manner consistent with version 3.1 of the Law Enforcement Exchange Standard (LEXS).  Both IEPDs and related information can be found on the IEPD Clearinghouse (http://www.it.ojp.gov/iepd/), and any questions about justice data sharing standards can be answered via a live person or robust knowledgebase at www.it.ojp.gov/NISS/helpdesk.
Consistent with BJA’s tenets of supporting local control and encouraging collaborative partnerships, the Local & State SAR IEPD was built and endorsed by a community of diverse local, state, and federal agency experts complemented by neutral industry representatives from the IJIS Institute.  Given the national significance and enormity of this effort as well as the need to enable quick and widespread adoption, BJA utilized the expertise of IIR, SEARCH, and the IJIS Institute to manage, coordinate, execute, develop, and publish the SAR for Local & State Entities IEPD.  In the end, over 51 individuals representing 28 unique agencies, seven firms, and three nonprofit organizations were directly involved in the development of the BJA-sponsored Local & State SAR IEPD.
The results of this effort contribute to, and conform with, the Counter Terrorism Information Sharing Standards (CTISS) Functional Framework, and directly support the National Strategy for Information Sharing, released October 2007; and guidelines contained in the December 16, 2005 Presidential Memorandum to the Heads of Executive Departments and Agencies in accordance with section 1016 of the Intelligence Reform and Terrorism Prevention Act of 2004.
About the IJIS Institute - The IJIS Institute is a nonprofit consortium of more than 200 firms, formed to join the resources of industry with the interests of government to improve the systems that provide critical information to the justice and public safety professionals who protect and serve our communities.  The Institute is funded by the Bureau of Justice Assistance to provide technology assistance, training, education, and project management services to local, state, and tribal agencies.  The Institute is also funded by its members to act as the voice of industry and by other governmental agencies or partners who wish to benefit from delivery of training and consulting services.  More information about the IJIS Institute can be found at www.ijis.org.
About IIR – The Institute for Intergovernmental Research is a nonprofit research and training organization specializing in law enforcement, juvenile justice, criminal justice, and homeland security issues.  IIR provides local, state, tribal, and federal law enforcement agencies with assistance needed to implement changes that promote greater governmental effectiveness.  More information about IIR can be found at 
" 
www.iir.com.


About SEARCH – SEARCH, The National Consortium for Justice Information and Statistics is a nonprofit membership organization created by and for the States.  For 40 years, SEARCH has worked to provide local, state, tribal and federal justice and public safety decision makers with the information they need through four program areas; Systems and Technology, Criminal History Policy, High-tech Crime and Public Safety.  More information about SEARCH can be found at www.search.org
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