WHAT THEY’RE SAYING ABOUT THE NATIONAL SEX OFFENDER PUBLIC REGISTRY (NSOPR)
Sen. Dorgan (D-ND) Applauds Attorney General Gonzales And Calls NSOPR “Major Step.” “’This is a major step forward for everyone who wants to protect loved ones from sex offenders,’ Dorgan said in a news release. ‘It is absolutely critical that we do better in tracking convicted sex offenders, and establishing a publicly available national database is a key part of that effort. I applaud the Attorney General's decision to take this action immediately.’” (Stephen J. Lee, “’Dru's Law’ Legislation Sponsor Dorgan Calls Action A 'Major Step Forward,’” Grand Forks Herald, 5/21/05)
Governor Ehrlich (R-MD) Says NSOPR Provides Information To Keep “Our Children Safe.”  “’We are honored that Maryland has been chosen to participate in a project that leverages technology to better protect our kids,’ said Governor Ehrlich. ‘This national online project gives parents and other concerned citizens real-time access to information that keeps our children safe. I am also proud to sign into law two bills to tighten our oversight of convicted sex offenders.’” (“Maryland to Participate in National Sex Offender Registry,” WJZ-13, 5/26/05) 
NSOPR Receives Widespread Support From Child Advocacy Groups.  “The registries have drawn widespread support from advocates for children, who argue that because sex offenders are more likely than other criminals to commit new crimes, people have a right to know where they live.” (Jennifer A. Dlouhy, “National Sex Offender Registry To Go Online,” Hearst News Service, 5/21/05)

Paul Anders, from Andre' Bosse Center for Child Victims, Says NSOPR Will Help Track Sex Offenders Across State Lines.  “Advocates say it will increase their ability to track suspects beyond Michigan's border. ‘With a national database to get information about somebody who was from out of state, who was here vacationing, or somebody that abducted or abused a child in some way,’ Anders said.” (“U.S. Government To Launch National Sex Offender Registry,” WOOD-TV8, 5/20/05)
Lieutenant Says NSOPR Is A Valuable Tool For Law Enforcement.  “The site could be valuable for law enforcement in keeping tabs on transient offenders.  Law enforcement often must make phone calls to other jurisdictions about offenders who move in from out-of-state.  A national Web site could reduce that work to a few keystrokes, said Lt. Greg Wojciechowski of the Lucas County Sheriff’s Office.”  (Robin Erb, “Sex-Offender Registries In 48 States To Be Linked,” Toledo Blade, 5/21/05)
Sheriff Praises NSOPR Saying It Will Supply Key Information To Protect Children.  “‘Education is key’ in protecting children, Wood County Sheriff Mark Wasylyshyn said in lauding the plan that was announced yesterday by the U.S. Department of Justice.”  (Robin Erb, “Sex-Offender Registries In 48 States To Be Linked,” Toledo Blade, 5/21/05)
NSOPR Called “One Of The Most Valuable Weapons” Against Child Predators. “If individual states agree to provide the information, registries from 48 states, the District of Columbia and U.S. territories would be just a few mouse clicks away. It would give individuals and advocacy groups one of the most valuable weapons in their fight against child predators - information.” (“U.S. Government To Launch National Sex Offender Registry,” WOOD-TV8, 5/20/05)
NSOPR Called “Good Idea” In Light Of The Dru Sjodin Case.  “This is a good idea, especially in the wake of such highly publicized cases as that of Dru Sjodin, the North Dakota college student who was abducted and killed by a sex offender who had been released from a Minnesota prison only six months earlier.”  (Editorial, “Tracking Sex Offenders Across The Nation,” The Birmingham News, 5/26/05)
NSOPR Creates A Centralized Database For The Public.  “Like most states, Michigan and Ohio maintain a publicly accessible, statewide database of offenders.  But to find out information on a new resident of the state, one must check registries in other states.  The new Web site would act as a sort of search engine, linking lists in 48 states, the District of Columbia, and U.S. territories.”  (Robin Erb, “Sex-Offender Registries In 48 States To Be Linked,” Toledo Blade, 5/21/05)
NSOPR Allows The Public To Conduct A Variety Of Nationwide Searches For Free. “People would be able to search the new nationwide registry from any computer with Internet access for free. By entering information such as a zip code or a city, users would get information on sex offenders that are registered in a certain area. The database also could be searched by name.” (Jennifer A. Dlouhy, “National Sex Offender Registry To Go Online,” Hearst News Service, 5/21/05)

NSOPR Helps The Public Track Sex Offenders Across State Lines. “The beauty of the national site, however, will be in allowing the public to more easily track the movements of sex offenders who are convicted in one state and then move to another.” (Editorial, “Tracking Molesters,” The Express Times, 5/24/05)
NSOPR Helps Communities Who Experience Population Shifts. “A nationwide data bank would prove useful in the Lehigh Valley and northwestern New Jersey, with communities that have experienced significant shifts in population.” (Editorial, “Tracking Molesters,” The Express Times, 5/24/05)
NSOPR Is Both Time- And Cost-Effective.  “The technology for NSOPR is both time- and cost-effective. Web services and the Department of Justice's Global Justice eXtensible Markup Language (XML) common computer language will establish a link between existing state and territory public sex offender registries. The link then allows data from different hardware and software systems to be recognized and shown through the national search site. The search will deliver results based on a name, zip code, geographical area, or other query.”  (Staff, “U.S. Department of Justice Launches National Sex Offender Public Registry Site,” Government Technology, 5/24/05)
Quoted Articles:
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SEX OFFENDERS: Gonzales: Federal sex offender registry on Web by mid-summer

'Dru's Law' legislation sponsor Dorgan calls action a 'major step forward'

 By Stephen J. Lee 

Grand Forks Herald Staff Writer

May, 21, 2005 

A new federal registry of sex offenders, listed state by state, should be on the Internet and available to the public within two months, U.S. Attorney General Alberto Gonzales said Friday in Washington.

It's a main provision of "Dru's Law," the legislation named after former UND student Dru Sjodin aimed at tightening sex offender laws. It was introduced last year by Sen. Byron Dorgan, D-N.D., who praised Gonzales.

"This is a major step forward for everyone who wants to protect loves ones from sex offenders," Dorgan said in a news release. "It is absolutely critical that we do better in tracking convicted sex offendes, and establishing a publicly available national database is a key part of that effort. I applaud the Attorney General's decision to take this action immediately."

Sjodin was 22 when she was abducted Nov. 22, 2003, from a Columbia Mall parking lot. Her body was found April 17, 2004, in a ravine a mile west of Crookston.

Alfonso Rodriguez Jr., a convicted sex offender living in Crookston, was arrested Dec. 1, 2003, and charged in Sjodin's disappearance. He remains in a Fargo jail awaiting a March 2006 trial on a federal charge of abduction leading to Sjodin's death. He pleaded not guilty to the charge and could face the death penalty if convicted.

Rodriguez was identified quickly as a suspect, in part because he was on a registry of high-risk sex offenders. But Sjodin's death also sparked widespread efforts to improve how sex offenders are monitored, and to make it more difficult for them to be released from custody, even after serving their sentences.

Pushing provisions

The "Dru's Law" legislation passed unanimously in the Senate last year, but it stalled in the House in the last-minute rush at the end of the session, Dorgan said. He said he continues to push for provisions that would require local prosecutors to be notified when a high-risk sex offender is due to be released so that civil commitment of the offender can be considered. Dorgan also supports provisions that would require more monitoring of offenders who are released.

According to The Associated Press, Dorgan said he met this week in Washington with Sjodin's mother, Linda Walker of Pequot Lakes, Minn., who was lobbying for the legislation.

Gonzales, who made the announcement Friday to coincide with National Missing Children's Day, said participation by states on the registry will be voluntary. It won't contain information not already available on the Internet by 48 states, the District of Columbia and U.S. territories, but it will allow someone to check all data bases on one site.

"With this technology, every citizen and law enforcement officer will be able to search the latest information for the identity and location of known sex offenders," Gonzales said Friday. He said the U.S. Justice Department hopes to have the site up within two months.

Information varies

Most states, including North Dakota and Minnesota, publish information about serious sex offenders, although the type of information available to the public varies from state to state. Oregon and Rhode Island do not publish even the names of serious sex offenders on the Internet, the AP reported.

The federal law echoes what is changing in many states. Minnesota lawmakers are working to improve monitoring of serious sex offenders along the lines of the federal "Dru's Law" legislation. In Florida, information has been more limited, but just this week, state officials expanded the information citizens can obtain on sex offenders living near them, according to the AP.

The move obviously is in response to several recent crimes, including the slaying of 9-year-old Jessica Lunsford. Authorities said John Couey, a registered sex offender who was living 150 yards from Lunsford's home in Homosassa, Fla., confessed to the crime. Many citizens, including Lunsford's family members, were outraged that so little was known of Couey's past crimes or his presence in the neighborhood.

Rodriguez' presence in Crookston was widely announced when he was released, with no probation, from a state prison in May 2003, after serving 23 years for the assault and attempted abduction of a Crookston woman. He had been convicted twice before of attacking women. Many questioned why he wasn't considered for civil commitment by the Polk County Attorney's office, or why state corrections officials didn't push harder for his civil commitment.

http://www.rutlandherald.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20050521/NEWS/505210385/1024&template=printart
Article published May 21, 2005

National sex offender registry to go online

WASHINGTON — The Justice Department will put a nationwide database of sex offenders on the Internet and allow people to search it online, Attorney General Alberto Gonzales announced Friday.

The database, which Gonzales said would be available by the end of the year, will be the biggest of its kind. Forty-eight states already maintain online databases about sex offenders. The national registry would include information from those states, Gonzales said in a speech at the National Press Club.

"The National Sex Offender Registry will provide one-stop access to registries from the 48 states that have them," Gonzales said. "And we will work with the two remaining states to be sure that everyone gets on board with this important public notification system."

The states that do not make sex offender information available online are Rhode Island and Oregon.

States are required to collect information about sex offenders under "Megan's Law," which President Bill Clinton signed in 1996. The law was named for Megan Kanka, the 7-year-old New Jersey girl who was raped and murdered in 1994. Her killer had been convicted of sex crimes twice before.

Federal law requires states to register sex offenders and, under Megan's Law, the states must make information about the offenders available to the public.

But how that information is disseminated varies widely among states and local governments. Some have put the databases online and launched Web sites to make the registry information widely available. Others allow people to get the information after making requests in person or in writing.

As a result, people looking for information about possible predators have to rely on a patchwork of rules and registries. The nationwide database would help bring the information together, said Tracy Henke, the acting assistant attorney general for the Office of Justice Programs, which will oversee the system.

"Real-time access to public registry information can offer parents, grandparents, and concerned citizens the ability to protect children by identifying sex offenders nationwide through a single search from their home computer, or even a local library with Internet access," Henke said.

The registries have drawn widespread support from advocates for children, who argue that because sex offenders are more likely than other criminals to commit new crimes, people have a right to know where they live.

But critics — including the American Civil Liberties Union — argue that the databases unfairly stigmatize those who register as sex offenders, in some cases long after they have been punished for their crimes. The critics also argue that the databases sometimes include incorrect or outdated address information, which could put innocent people who now live at the addresses at risk.

People would be able to search the new nationwide registry from any computer with Internet access for free. By entering information such as a zip code or a city, users would get information on sex offenders that are registered in a certain area. The database also could be searched by name.

· (Jennifer A. Dlouhy can be reached at 202-263-6400 or at the e-mail address jdlouhy(at)hearstdc.com)
http://www.woodtv.com/global/story.asp?s=3373681&ClientType=Printable
U.S. Government to launch national sex offender registry

The Andre' Bosse Center

Those at the center use the Internet to look up sex offenders that have abused kids that come to the facility.

Paul Anders is the development coordinator at the center.

 (Hart, May 20, 2005, 8:02 p.m.) A tool that helps track sex offenders in 48 states, including Michigan, is about to go national. The U.S. Government has announced plans to launch a national sex offender registry. Child advocacy groups are applauding the move, saying it will enhance their efforts to keep kids safe.

The Andre' Bosse Center in Hart has provided help for kids in Oceana, Lake, Mason, and Newaygo counties since 1998. 

"We focus on child victims of sexual abuse and neglect. And we do that through multiple programs," Paul Anders, the development coordinator at the center, told 24 Hour News 8.

One of the tools the center uses is the Internet. The ability to cross-reference names and zip codes through Michigan's Sex Offender Registry has greatly enhanced the center's ability to fulfill its mission.

"When we have a child victim come in and they are able to tell us who the perpetrator is, it gives us access to look to see whether they have any priors or not," adds Anders.

The U.S. Department of Justice announced Friday the establishment of a national sex offender registry.

Advocates say it will increase their ability to track suspects beyond Michigan's border. 

"With a national database to get information about somebody who was from out of state, who was here vacationing, or somebody that abducted or abused a child in some way," Anders said.
If individual states agree to provide the information, registries from 48 states, the District of Columbia and U.S. territories would be just a few mouse clicks away. It would give individuals and advocacy groups one of the most valuable weapons in their fight against child predators - information. 

"The more information we have to allow us to better prosecute the offenders, the better off everybody's going to be," Anders adds.

The U.S. Department of Justice says they hope to have the national registry up and running in a couple of months. 

24 Hour News 8 will pass that Web site address along to you as soon as we get it.
http://toledoblade.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?Date=20050521&Category=NEWS03&ArtNo=50521002&SectionCat=NEWS&Template=printart
Sex-offender registries in 48 states to be linked

By ROBIN ERB 

BLADE STAFF WRITER

Most of the nation’s sex offenders soon will be easier to track across state lines through a public Web site set up by the federal government — making it easier for citizens to check out everyone from new neighbors to prospective baby-sitters.

“Education is key” in protecting children, Wood County Sheriff Mark Wasylyshyn said in lauding the plan that was announced yesterday by the U.S. Department of Justice.

Like most states, Michigan and Ohio maintain a publicly accessible, statewide database of offenders. 

But to find out information on a new resident of the state, one must check registries in other states.

The new Web site would act as a sort of search engine, linking lists in 48 states, the District of Columbia, and U.S. territories. 

A user would type in a name and be automatically routed to any state registry that lists that name, said Pete Pierce, a Justice Department spokesman.

The national site is expected to be publicly accessible within 60 days, he said. Participation by the states is voluntary. 

The Justice Department Web site is www.ojp.usdoj.gov/. 

Michigan State Police, which tracks the state’s nearly 37,000 sex offenders, is considering linking its state registry to the national Web site, said spokesman Shanon Akans.

Ohio’s registry, which offers its users a mapping system and automatic e-mail notifications when sex offenders move nearby, is one of four states already hooked into the new site. Also linked are Maryland, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania.

The site could be valuable for law enforcement in keeping tabs on transient offenders.

Law enforcement often must make phone calls to other jurisdictions about offenders who move in from out-of-state. 

A national Web site could reduce that work to a few keystrokes, said Lt. Greg Wojciechowski of the Lucas County Sheriff’s Office.

Still, others wonder if the new Web site is simply another piece of a flawed law.

The American Civil Liberties Union has criticized Ohio’s oft-changing Sex Offender Registration and Notification law. 

Among its problems are mistakes that creep into the state’s registry, said Jeff Gamso, a Toledo attorney and legal director of ACLU of Ohio.

“Compounding errors doesn’t strike me as a terribly good idea,” he said.

Moreover, a national Web site could further stifle an ex-inmate’s attempts to become productive again. 

The law already limits where offenders can live, and some have complained they have been unable to find a job because of the publication of their past as sex offenders.

“We need to find ways to integrate them and not to ostracize them and inhibit them from coming back into society,” Mr. Gamso said.

Contact Robin Erb at:robinerb@theblade.comor 419-724-6133.
http://www.pennlive.com/editorials/expresstimes/index.ssf?/base/news-0/11169255867710.xml
EDITORIALS

Tracking molesters

Nationwide Web site will protect kids, but some glitches must be worked out. 

Tuesday, May 24, 2005

Easton (PA) Express-Times 

Within two months, the American public should have access to a nationwide Web site with state-by-state information about sex offenders. U.S. Attorney General Alberto Gonzales chose Friday -- National Missing Children's Day -- to unveil plans for the site, which will be run by the federal government through the Department of Justice. 

This is welcome news, but there is work to be done before this site -- www.ojp.usdoj.gov/ -- is up and running. 

Information that will be posted on Justice's Web site is already available on individual state-run Web sites. The beauty of the national site, however, will be in allowing the public to more easily track the movements of sex offenders who are convicted in one state and then move to another. A nationwide data bank would prove useful in the Lehigh Valley and northwestern New Jersey, with communities that have experienced significant shifts in population. 

Participation in the national Web site is voluntary, and it's unclear how many states will choose to opt in. But 49 states (including New Jersey and Pennsylvania), the District of Columbia and several U.S. territories already maintain their own sex offender Web sites. States who choose not to share valuable information such as this -- information that can save our children and other loved ones from sexual predators -- would be doing the public a great disservice. 

Still, problems have been identified with some state Web sites. And officials responsible for maintaining these sites must make every effort to ensure the information is accurate and complete. 

For example, New Jersey's sex offender Web site is required by law to include all high-risk offenders. But a Star-Ledger analysis found the Web site was far from complete, with one out of every five sex offenders not included on the site. According to the newspaper, only 162 of the state's 207 high-risk offenders were listed. That's simply not good enough. New Jersey must strive to do better. 

In Pennsylvania, it's the burden of released sex offenders to notify authorities when they move -- a burden that isn't always met. As a result, too many offenders fall under the radar screen and too many residents are left completely unaware when convicted sex offenders move into their neighborhoods. Pennsylvania must do better, as well. 

Another possible glitch with a nationwide Web site is that states use different criteria to publicly release the whereabouts of convicted sex offenders. Some tell the public about only the worst offenders. Some have wider parameters. 

The nationwide site would be a more useful tool for the public if each state used similar criteria. Nevertheless, this is a step in the right direction
http://govtech.net/news/news.php?id=94070
U.S. Department of Justice Launches National Sex Offender Public Registry Site

May 24, 2005  By News Staff 

On Friday, U.S. Attorney General Alberto R. Gonzales announced the expedited design and delivery of a national registry Web site to allow citizens to search already existing public state and territory sex offender registries. The initiative will provide parents and other concerned citizens with immediate access to sex offender information beyond their own streets or states, all from a single search.

"I see the powerful value of the right information being available at the right time to prevent many crimes from ever taking place," said Tracy Henke, Acting Assistant Attorney General for the Office of Justice Programs. "Real-time access to public registry information can offer parents, grandparents, and concerned citizens the ability to protect children by identifying sex offenders nationwide through a single search from their home computer, or even a local library with Internet access."

The National Sex Offender Public Registry (NSOPR) uses the Internet to search for and display public sex offender data from state and territory registries. The technology for NSOPR is both time- and cost-effective. Web services and the Department of Justice's Global Justice eXtensible Markup Language (XML) common computer language will establish a link between existing state and territory public sex offender registries. The link then allows data from different hardware and software systems to be recognized and shown through the national search site. The search will deliver results based on a name, zip code, geographical area, or other query.

The Department of Justice will work with states and territories to link their public registries, at no cost, to the national search site. The first goal of NSOPR is to have at least 20 states participating and the site available for public searches in 60 days. NSOPR will provide an opportunity for all states and territories to participate in an unprecedented public safety resource by sharing comprehensive, free-of-charge public sex offender data with citizens nationwide.

